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Voluntary Enslavement, . 

The Munitions Bill introduced.by Lloyd George reveals what 
is the greatest piece of villainous treachery on the-parLof the 
Trade Union leaders, and at the same time demonstrates the truth 
of the saying that it is “ hard to push the British worker, ..but 
. easy to lead him.” That is the principle upon which the whole 
scheme is to be worked, and by the agreement to suspend Trade 
Union rules and principles, many of which have been obtained ■ 
by great sacrifice in the past, the worker is to enter into a 
voluntary enslavement which will bind ^ him more surely than 
anything we l^now. < The cry of co-operation in the country’s 
hour of need is so- much .balderdash,'-for how often have the 
workers in their hour of need, when fighting a soulless boss, 

• realised that behind the boss the forces of the State, the military 
and the- police, were waiting the call to help him to defeat 
them? Where, then, .lies the duty of thb worker? Is it to 
help those who shot his fellows atTonypandy, Llanelly, Liverpool, 
Dublin, and Johannesburg? No, ,his duty, whatever bis 
^‘-leaders ” may promise on his behalf,* is to himself. By this 
Act he can be shifted from one job to another, he may not leave 
his job, he must not ask for higher wagps or shorter i^ours. He 
must not take a holiday. In short, he must do nothing but' 
work and sleep, else the supply of implements for murder will 
suffer, and the interests of the master class be placed in, jeopardy . 
It. is not conscription. It is worse. , It is State tyranny, which 
we have always foreshadowed as being the condition of things 
under State Socialism. Maybe the workers will reflect long and 
deeply upon the conditions their leaders haVe tbrnst them into, 
and, thinking deeply, act accordingly. ‘ 

Lloyd,Geopge’s Vision. 

“ London one big arsenal ’’—this is the ideal of Lloyd George, 
as given out in his speech upon the Munitions Bill. What a 
striking commentary upon twentieth century civilisation. The 
greatest age man has lived through, when by the efforts of 
Christianity and a benevolent State the highest point of 
civilisation is supposed to have been reached; and the ideal 
held up before the people is that they shall all be working upon 
implements for the destruction of life. Is not that sufficient for 
all clear-thinking individuals to at once determine that this 
fearful business shall-cease? No other argument is necessary 
when we remember that one-half of the world is providing the' 
means for the other half to’ slaughter each other with. 


Registration and Kegimentation. 

The Bill for the -registration of all men and women between 
the ages of fifteen and sixty-five has been presented to the free 
British public. It is the sequel to the Munitions Bill. The chief 
demiand is for information as to willingness to render national 
service. What this rfiay mean we are.not quite sure, but 
presumably either service with the Army or work on the 
production of munitions, To us, it is but the preliminary step 
to a, bigger • scheme of conscription. We do not, however, 
anticipate a definite, scheme of- full-blown conscription just 
yet ; hut lye -can see quite plainly what is behind the move. 
All who are nbt willing, for one reason or another, to . perform 
national service, will be- known. The strength of the anti- 
conscription movement will be easily judged, and upon those 
statistics can easily he formulated th6 future plan so far as 
conscription, is concerned. It is a piece of .,true British states¬ 
manship, and we hope none of those who are opposed to com¬ 
pulsion will b©"Vnisled by.itB apparent simplicity, for in it is 
contained the very* essence of. regimentation and State domina¬ 
tion. It.is the thin edge of the wedge. .' ' 


LiDerty of the..'Press. 

Nearly the whole of the London morning papers are carrying 
on a campaign .of innuendo and invective against the anti-war 
movement. The idea is, of course, to gag and l^nd all publica¬ 
tions that are opposed to - the continuance of the war. The 
Standard has specially directed its - efforts against the Voice-OF 
Labour, and the Morning Post has been the means of closing 
down the offices of the Stop-the-War Committee. We are glad 
to say, however, that the. Uo-mmittee’s work is.by no means 
scotched. For our part, we intend to continue our efforts in the 
.direction of opposing both the war and conscription, military or 
industrial. The Northcliffe press has been asking for the truth. 
AVe intend to give the public the'truth wholesale. T!he Standard 
calls us a pro-German party. We ignore this invective. We 
are .confident that our German comrades are working resolutely 
toward the same end as we are. Prancing'Junkerdom will stop 
neither them nor, ourselves. Our .purpose shall have been 
accomplished when the people are united in, the bonds of a 
lasting peace. This will only be when they have disposed-of 
their respective masters, and established Anarchist Communism. 
Thisjs the real way to end the war, and indeed all wars. 


Repression in Ireland. 

Ever since the war, started, the Government have found 
Ireland a hard nUt to crack. The subterfuge by which Home 
Rule was shelved convinced the rebellious section that they had 
nothing to hope fotirptoi the rulbrs of this, country. They have, 
therefore, done their best to hinder recruiting, and to prevent 
Irish wdrkers losing their, lives in other people’s quarrels. The 
Government, in return for this, have suppressed Irish papers, 
and imprisoned .their editors. Men have been charged under 
- the’ Defence of the -Realm Act, and although juries refused to 
convict, the prisoners have nof been released. A yrell-known 
rebel, Sheehy-Skefifington, . was charged with • making anth 
recruiting speeches. Although he put up a strong defence, 
he was, sentenced to six mpnths’ hard^^Sbour; but he refused to 
take food in prison, and eventually the authorities had to release 
him. Others are still waiting thekjtrial, and fresh arrests are 
being made every week. We hope they will continue to resist, 
as they can have nothing but contempt for a Government which 
ificludes their arch-enemy, Sir Edward Carson. 


Social Democracy Unmasked. 

■' Anarchists have often been charged with exaggerating the 
evils they foreteR under Social Democracy, but that we have not 
been guilty of exaggeration is proved by the manifesto issued by 
the Socialist National Defence Committee, which includes among 
its members such shining lights as H^G. Wells, Robert Blabch- 
ford, and A. M. Thompson. This manifesto calls for national 
industrial mobilisation, control, and administration. It says,:^ 

“ Under universal control there would be no.need for strikes. 
Misconduct and indiscipline hindering the productivity of the 
wjilling and capable workers would be summarily* punishedan- 
the workers’ general interest by their own representatives.- 
There would be no sympathy, public or private, for slackers, 

' shirkers, and wastrels dismissed under these conditions, alnd, 
as they wohld find it extremely difficult to obtain, a livelihood 
elsewhere, they would gra\atat© naturally and quickly to their 
proper sphere of usefulness in the fighting line.” 

In other words, “Work according to our orders, or be shot!” 
That gives the game away with a vengeance. AAfhy, even a 
reader of the Clarion can never charge us with exaggeration 
after reading that paragfaph. 


, Anarchy.—A social theory which regards the union of order 
with the absence of .all direct government of man by man as the 
political ideal. —Century Dictionary. '• ' 
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THE patriotism OF THE GOVERNING 

CLASSES. 


‘ We have shown that '‘'the country” is a sonorous word 
—-de&ignedHiQ -ia4 nc e- th e"W^rhe i^ - te ~ d efan4-"a-E--efde3v-nlMjhiBga 
which oppresses them. We shall see now if the “ love, of 
country/-’ this “ holy , sentiment/^Jjhis “ love of the soil which is 
born in ejvery one/^ is so deeply rooted in those who make the ' 
declaration; whether it rises from purely subjective causes, as 
, among the workers, or from purely material causes, from vulgar 
preoccupations of mercantile interests^ It is amohg the writings 
especially published by themselves for their own. use that we 
must search for their innermost conviction. It is edifying. 

To hear them when they are addressing the workers there is 
nothing so sacred as the country; every citizen should be 
ready to sacrifice his life or his liberty for the defence of the 
country. In fine, according to them, the country represents 
the highest d.egree of the general inteTest; to make sacrifices for 
it is to sacrifice for one^s own and one^s sejf. We have onl;^ to 
rummage aniong their treatises on political economy to convict 
them of lying; to see that all these high-sounding phrases, 
these sentiments which they parade, are nothing but bluffs for 
the benefiit of the simpletons who let themselves be duped by 
the...like, masks which they take care to leave in the dressing- 
room when among their intimates. 'Here is • what one of 
, their political doctors, whose authority is officially recognised, 
says. 

“It is the interest of the governing classes, of the prepon¬ 
derance which they hold and for which they are indebted 
precisely to a continuation of’’the state of war, which artificially 
maintains that state among civilised’peoples.” ■ 

Could anything be neater ? ' And our good capitalists, who 
declaim so loudly agai'nst the frightful Anarchists that have the 
« audacity to demonstrate to the workers how their interest is 
antagonistic to the interests of the bourgeois class, make no 
mistake among themselves in properly .defining this antagonism, 
in or,del’ to find a basis for their governmental systein. But here 
is a still more dailiaging admission ;— ' ■ i . 

“Motives or pretexts, are no more lacking under the new 
rd^ime than they were under the old; but under the one as 
• under the other, the true motive of every war is always the 
interest of the class or party, in possession of the Government— 
an interest which must not-be confounded with that of the 
nation' or the mass of consumers in the body politic; for as 
much .as the governing class or party is interested in the con¬ 
tinuation of a state of war, so much is the nation governed 
interested in the maintenance of peace."’’ 

As to the advantage which the .governing class finds in the, 
continuation of a state of war, the same.author goes- on to 
tell us:— 

“ War without implies peacejvithin; that is to say, a period 
-of easy government, during which the Opposition is areduced to 
silence under pain of being accused of complicity with the’ 
enemy. And, what is more deffirable, above all, when the 
Opposition is' troublesome, and its forces nearly balance those 
of the Government?' In fact, if a, war be unsuccessful, it 
inevitably involves the downfall of the party which undertook 
it; but if/oh the other hand, it be successful (and it is not 
undertaken unless some favourable chances, are assured), the 
party which engaged in it and carried it to a satisfactory issue 
acquires, for a time, a crushing preponderance. How many 
motives are thfere, not to speak of the small profits to which it 
opens the way, for not letting a favourable opportunity to make 
war escape .. . . ■ 

As to the “ small profits,’’-’ here is an enumeration of 
them 

"But, up to our own day, it has been the inferior classes, 
those whose influence counts the least, who have generally 
‘furnished 'the common soldiers. The wealthy classes have 
escaped by a money sacrifice; and. this sacrifice, ordinarily very 
moderate, has been .more than compensated for by the market 
which 'the state of .war offered to members of tlm said classes, 
upon whom the proscription of foreigners and the obligation of 
passing through the military schools (access to which was, in 
fact, impossible to the poorer classes) ‘.'conferred the monopoly 
of the,remunerative offices'’, of the military ^profession. Finally, 
if war be cruel to the conscripts’who, acoording'to -the forcible 
popular expression, furnish ' meat for the cannon,-’ the 
departure of , these impressed troops, brought up to farm 
labour or in the workshop, by diminishing the supply of 

G. de Moliuai'i, “Political Evolution in the Nmeteenth Century.’' 


handsv has the effect of increasing wages, and* thus palliating- 
the horrors of war to those who escape military seryice/’ 

This is categorical. We s’ee that the “sacred love” of the 
metaphysical entity, “country,” ia"”nothing more than exploita- 
Jfid^n and “ small profits but the avowal is complete; it is a , 
triumphant tetort to those who woflld object'that “there is a 
public opinion of which the governors are forced to take! ,. 
account,” that “a war may be just' and obtain-the assent of the 1 
publid” that “ it is wrong to declaim against war in general,” ' 
that “ there may be cases into which rulers are dragged in 
spit^ of themselves,” and moreover that “ war is a consequence' 
of the existing, social state,^’ that “ one may declaim against 
it or deplore its necessity,”' but that “ we" are - compelled to 
submit to it,” . 

Let us continue ■'to quote :— ' • . 

“ Nevertheless, whatever be- the power of the men Who 
decide peace or warj and' the influence of the class from which 
the political, administrative, and military staff is recimited, they 
are, as ,W6 have just observed, obliged to reckon, in a certain 
measure, with the much more numerous class, whose interests 
are involved in. the various branches of production, to whom 
'war is a nuisance.' Experience uH the time demonstrates that 
the resisting force of this pacific element, is in nowise propor- 
, tinnate to its mass. The vast majority of the men who 
compose it are absolutely ignorant, and ‘ nothing is easier than 
to excite their passions or lead them astray as to their interests,-’ 
The enlightelied minority is less numerous ; and-besides, what 
ffieans would these latter have of getting their opinions to 
■prevail, in ' the presence of the powerful organisation of the 
centralised State 

Thus our capitaBsts do not hide from themselves .the fact 
that they see nothing‘in war but a means of continuing their 
exploitatiph of the workers; the massacres which they organise 
serve to rid them of the surplus which encumbers the market. 

To them armies are created with the sole view of fnrnishiug 
place and rank to those of their dependents by whom they would 
otherwise be importuned. To them, finally, these wars which 
they pompously call “ national,” making the hollow, sounding 
words “ country,” patriotism,” “ national honour,” vibrate in 
the ears of the naive—to them these wars p-re but pretexts for 
“ small profits!” ' • 

War upon “ small profits ” ! War upon all the'wars under¬ 
taken in the name of the “country” or “civilisation”!' For 
new that patriotism is beginning to decline; this new mockery 
•—civilisation is used- a great deal in launchiUg the wotkers 
on" a crusade , against inoffensive peoples whom the capitalists 
would exploit, and whose sole, offence consists in being 
behindhand in reaching that degree of development which we 
have agreed to call present civilisation. ' 

■Ostensibly it is to punish a band of imaginary marauders 
and secure our national preponderance that wars like the 
expedition to Tunis are undertaken, while the real object is to 
open up a new country to tbe rotten financial operations of a 
few dubious■ schemers; it is to secure a free field to these 
'parasites upon the social revenue that-the money wrung from . 
the workers by taxation is expended in armaments; it is to 
realise’” small profits ” from the offices created in the 'conquered 
countries that these new markets, which enable the capitalists 
.to get rid of their stale products, are opened with cannon shots, 
that a robust youth is impoverished, thi-t a multitucje of young 
men is sent to perish in an unaccustomed climate or be 
massacred by people who, after all, are at home, and are only 
defending.what belongs to them. 

War upon these small profits,” these expeditions to Senegal, • 
Tonquin, the God go, Madagascar, for ever being undertaken in 
the name of “ civilisation,” which has nothing to do with such 
expeditions, that are brigandage pure and simple! We ex,alt ' 
patriotism at home, and shoot or decapitate, as brigands' or 
pirates, those who are guilty of nothing but defending the soil 
on which they live,, or of having revolted against those who 
have imposed their rulership upon them in. order to exploit and 
enslave them ! " • ^ 

But we shall have to return to-^this question in a special 
’chapter upon colonisation:,; ..let us confine ourselves for the 
'‘ moment to the patriotism of the governing, qlasses. Becent 
events have laid it bare in all its hideous’reality. The secrets 
of our armaments g-iid defences betrayed, through the complicity 
of the e’mployees of the bureau of the Minister of War; the 
most disgraceful intrigues, operating with this whirlpool of 
billions to the detriment of the taxpayers’ pocketbooks and the 
security of the. country ! The Government, instead .of hunting 
down the guilty, sought to cover them up, and throw a veil over 
the most shameless turpitudes! We behold the great manu- V 
facturing metallurgists—Deputies for the most part, having old 
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military oflScers at the head of the list—becbming furnishers of 
: arms, cannon, armour-plate ships, powder, and other explosives, 
to foreign nations, and delivering to'them the latest engines of 
■destruction, without concerning themselves that these may one 
-day serve^against.our army, and contribute to the massacre of 
those, of our compatriot s^ i ^^ capacity of 

Is it not tbe Grand International Swindling' Association of 
Jewish and Christian Bankers yyhich owns onr railway's, holds 
the key of our arsenals, and Has the monopoly of our supplies ? 
0 bourgeois I Talk no more, then, of your patriotism ! If you 
coiiM parcel out your “country,^"’ and sell it in shares,you would 
do ili hpeedily ! 

What did you do in 1^1, in the Franco-Prussian war, 
which terminated for us, as everybody knows, in paying an 
indemnity of five billion francs ? To whose interest was ft to 
pay this indemnity if not to that of the bourgeoisie alone in 
order to remain sole master of the power to exploit the 
“ country^' ? hfow, in order to-pay this indemnity,,upon whom 
did they '‘draw at sightUpon the workers! A loan was 
made, reimbursement- for which was guaranteed by the taxes 
which had to be levied, and which the workers alone have to 
pay, since they alone work, and sitlce.wQrk alone is productive 
of wealth. Let us pause to admire this sleight-of-hand trick. 
The bourgeoisie, having to pay the war indemnity, in order to^ 
get the Prussians out of power, and pocket the taxes thems,elves, 
had to borrow the money necessary to pay it; but as this money 
was not Amiuediately in the pockets, of the famishing workets, 
the capitalists alone subscribed to the loan, thus lending to 
themselves the money which they needed. But the workers 
alpne will have to toil for ninety-nine years to repay this loan, 
principal and jji.ateres.t^.which never entered their pockets. 
Behold capitalistic “ patriotism in all its splendour ^ 

After this, let anyone deny that “ virtue is always rewarded.’’ 

—Jean Grave, in “ Moribund Society and Anarchy.’^ 


BIRTH CONTROL IN AMERICA. 


sentenced to five years in tbe Leavenworth Penitentiary for each letter^ 
and a ten-thousand dollar fine. He got the limit of the law. He 
served six years, but through some agitation recently arousSd, he has 
been “ pardoned,” and allpwed to go free. , 

Broken in health and spirit,' with his professional standing 
practically gone, his case has stood like a .giant rockfor the 
«LuthorI ^fis,-a-Bd-h&ld-|fao medical profession_and others alike at. bay. 

(phad po desire tb become a martyred Ur. Elliott, but I harboured 
a burning desire to undermine that law, not by waiting to vote it out 
of existence, but by crushing it out by action, for direct action will 
bring results that a generation of political action could never do. 

In March, 1914, I brought out a monthly paper, the Woman Rehei, 
which had on its banner, “Ho Gods, No Masters,” and had for its' 
motto, “ Working women, build up within yourselves a conscious 
fighting character against all-things which enslave you.” It claimed 
that woman’s first right is over her own body, to be a mothel^ or'not as 
she saw fit; but such rights involved a knowledge of the means to 
prevent conception. - The columfis were“thrown open for opinions, and 
letters poured in thick and fast from .all over America. Seven out of 
nine issues were suppressed and confiscated by the Government, and in 
August the Federal grand jury returned a verdict against me of three 
indictments on twelve counts, or a liability of twelve years’ imprison¬ 
ment. But I had no intention to undergo imprisonment for simply 
discussing a subject. There was already printed, and waiting in storage 
in_ various "parts of the_Upited States, a’-pamphlet giving-direct 
information on family limitation. The authorities heard of this, and 
were anxious to push my trial on the pen ding indictment, and hoped 
to frighten or discourage me from doing any further work on the 
subject. The trial came up in October, and I asked for a. postpone¬ 
ment to-prepare my case. The Judge refused it, saying I had had tipa® 
enough to prepare it. I then took my own postponement, and left for 
Europe. "Three days later there were one hundred thousand pamphlets 
on family limitation passing through the mails into the various 
industrial sections of the country. 

The fact that I am, a middle-aged, motherly, harmless-looking 
person," led the Judge to allow me to go without bail, so that my 
leaving the country made the authorities quite furious. They cleverly 
laid a trap by sendinga man calling himself a “ comrade ” to Mr. SangCr’s 
studio. This man showed great interest in my work, and after a second 
call of friendly interest got Mr. Sanger to give him one of the 
pamphlets on “ Family Limitation.” He left the studio, and in a few 
minutes returned with Anthony Comstock, who had a warrant for 
Mr, Sanger’s arrest, and a warrant to search his premises, which was 


There appears to be a movement on foot at present in America 
which if successful will be'th4 first vital step toward the overthrow of 
Puritanism, as well as the slow but certain downfall of Comstockery in 
that country. It is tbe Birth Control movement, and it has grown so 
rapidly in favour and strength during the past few months that in 
Hew York City alone there are two separate Birth Control Leagues— 
one consisting of members of the medical profession, and the other 
mainly of feminists and people of feminist sympathies. 

It is now over forty years since there were placed on the Statute 
Book of the United States Government laws .rushed through an 
uproarious and hurried Congress in the . last hour of March 3 (newh. 
Administrations assume duties March 4), kpown as tbe Coms.tock 
Laws,” which prohibited any matter passing through the mails which, 
in the opinion of Anthony Comstock, was “ obscene.” This implied a 
religious as well as moral opinion. • . 

Robert G. Tngersoll and his followers arose at once to strike a 
deadly blow at^ the religious part of the law, and succeeded so well that 
a few years later the law was modified, and religious prejudice was 
removed. Let it be understood that it was not removed from the* 
Statute Book until after there was no use for it. IngersolTs propa¬ 
ganda against the Church and religion was, so effective and widespread 
that by direct, action and education he underrained the Church at its 
very fbundation, and left the stupid law hanging in Washington like 
, the dried shell of a tortoise. When there was no use or no further 
interest in the law, the" lawmakers secretly removed that portion of 
it. But they tightened their grip harder than ever on the moral side 
of it, and in case the word “obscene” should be too vague, they 
stipulated its meaning, and combined the causing of'abortion and the 
prevention of conception under one title, “ obscene,” and threatened 
five years’ imprisonment and a five-thousand dollar fine for any one 
who was found guilty of tpis offence. The consequence has been that 
though many have broken it by sending ■ through the mail papers, • 
magazines; etc., with nude figures in their pages, and have been . 
prosecuted for “ obscenity,” only one besides myself has openly defied 
this outrageous law on the prevention of conception. This was • 
Ur. Elliott, an konoured,member of the medical profession, who, seeing 
the suffering of poor and miserable women, stated he would defy the 
law and give out this information to those who needed it. A few days 
later he received two letters from different towns asking for his advice 
—one writer saying she was the mother of nine children and had a 
syphilitic husbaffll,'th 0 other saying she had ten children and a husband 
out of work through illness. Ur, Elliott sent the necessary informa- 
-tion to both writers, The fdllowing week he was arrested, dragged off 
to gaol, and confronted by a woman, a Comstock spy, as the one who 
vhad written* to him in both cases. He was tried, found guilty, and 


done. . . 

They then tried to induce him to tell of my whereabouts and my 
plans, on the promise of leniency ; failing that, he was taken to gaol and 
locked up until bail could be found for him. His case is still pending. 
The Free Speech League has taken it up, and are trying to get it tried 
before a jury. It will no doubt be helff over until the‘October Court 
opens. A few weelss following Mr. Sanger’s arrest, some person or 
persons entered his studio, and a box, of private letters ,written to him 
by me from Europe were mysteriously missing. r' 

In tbe meantime .a‘tremendous indignation swept the country at 
Mr. Sanger’s arrest, and broughfwibh it an . overwhelming interesb in 
the 8ubje.cb of birth control. At last the great conspiracy of silence on 
this subject was- broken, and tbe capitalist press took it up from all 
sides. One conservative daily has offered a prize of ^S^for the best 
letter on'the subject of family limitation. _ 

As I near the conclusion of the work which I came to Europe to 
do, the thought naturally,comes to me, “Shall.! return to America, 
and stand trial for these indictments ? ” We who know the State and 
its machinery, know that it is not buil.t upon reason, or j ustice, or upon 
a dfsive for human welfare. We know it maintains its hold upon us' 
by force, and for me to, return and expect to reason- with a Govern- 
' ment which knows no reason, seems a childlike act, 

On the other hand, there is the danger - of this movement being 
transferred from the control of the State to the .control of the medical 
professtour ^hich in reality is only an. exchange of high priests— 
another Church which the workers must p^ss through with bended 
knees.before they can get the knowledge that rightly belongs to'them. 

It is my desire that such knowledge should be available to every adult 
man and woman, but especially to the um'hfng men and women. 

There have been so many letters come to .me these last few weeks 
urging my return, and requesting me to take up the working class side 
of the fight, and fight the case against a growing tendency of class 
liberty and class privilege, that I have decided to ^tu'rn to America in 
the latter part of the summer, and stand my trial. 

I am not fooling myself by thinking that the same magazines and 
press which are advocating the idea of birth control by legal means 
are going to stand behind any one who defied and deliberately broke a 
sacred law and advocated, it by direct means. I know too well the . 
methods of the cowardly press, and expect little from them. But in a 
country where there is the latest scientific invention, and moat up-to- 
date macKinery, if there exists by its side laws which execute ideals, 
and burn at the stake those who dare to apeak and act for freedom, 
then it is time such places were exposed, and their much-boasted 
freedom and liberty challenged. 

Mauoaret H, Sanoee. 
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reason they have persuaded the Trade Union officials fo suspend) 
the rules and regulations whioh protect the worhefs, however 
slightly, from the rigours of exploitation y and npfchipg now 
stands in the way of speeding them up. Their hours and 
conditions of labour will be decided by compulsory arbitration, 
with a so-called impartial chairman appointed by the Govern¬ 
ment; and if the pressure should prove intolerable, and they 
should dare to go on strike, imprisonment will be their lot. A 
clause in the Munitions Bill says‘that Trade Union rules and 
regulations shall be restored at the end of the war; but that 
clause will be a mere “ scrap of paper unless the workers are 
strong enough to enforce it themselves. ' ' 

The truth is, that all- the reactionary gang are taking 
advantage of the war to forge fresh chains for the workers,, 
who, unless they realise the danger in time, will find that while* 
they have been straining every nerve to produce material for 
the “fight for liberty” abroad, their enemies at,,home have- 
succeeded in planting the “Iron Heel” firmly upon their necks. 


If the people of these islands, previous to the war, were not 
aware of what was meant by the term “ Prussian Militarism,V 
they certainly have no excuse for such ignorance now, as their 
rulers are steadily adopting all the most hated methods of the 
ruling caste'of Germany.^ ^he teachings of Bernhardi • and 
Treitschke we^e.held up as awful examples of what the doctrine 
of State worship would lead to; but instead of trying to avoid 
such evils', a brood of Bernhardis and ..Treitschkes have been 
' hatched in this country, and the air resounds with their cries. 
“The'State is everything, and everybody' and everything must 
be de'T’Oted to the service of the State ! must have con¬ 
scription for the Army; conscription for the manufacture of 
munitions, and conscription for all' industries *>required by the 
State !* Ai member of the Cabinet says: “The State needs 
money, and by one means or another, if the money is here, 
the State will have “it.” And a freak organisation called the 
Socialist National Defence OommibteeQ, which includes the 
egregious Blatchfovd, declares that “ the State has a right to 
our livea/^ .Well, it.aeems .to*, us that, eve A, Prussian, militarism 
could hofe-^fe<farther than that., 

, ^ ■ But if we examine,these proposals closely, we find ' that they 
are allAimed at the workers, who are to do'the fighting and 
the working. They are to be drilled in the workshops like 
their fellows are drilled, in the Army, and in the name of the 
State they are to be drafted about from one place to another 
just as the officials in, charge may dictate. When Asquith 
declares that. ^^e shall fight to the end, to the last farthing of 
our money, to the last ounce of our strength, to the last drop of 
our blood, he means to the last drop of our workers'* 
blood.^^ 

. The War Loan which is being floated with such a flourish of 
trumpets-shows that the capitalists do not intend to speud their 
“last faarthiog” on the war. In reality, it is a gigantic bribe to 
the financial class and the middle class. Those who have 
plenty of cash will'Have their incomes almost doubled by 
investing in the new loan. Even in the«muzzled House of 
Commons a ■protest was raised. One Member said that “the 
conditions ■were extremely favourable to financial interests,'*'’ 
while another 'told the ECouse that “ the _people who were 
benefitting under the scheme of option were people in a large 
way of business, and the small investor was absolutely out of it 
altogether.'*■’ Of course he is; but the big .financiers are in a 
position to insist on a “ war bonus,'** and the Government will 
see they get it. At the Guildhall meeting^Hr. Asquith said 
■ that “ we *■* have something like £4,000,000,000 invested abroad, ' 
and these investments might be drawn upon to . finance the 
war; but he scouted the idea, as he said that if we were to 
. pay for the war in. this way,^.we should end it so much poorer.-** 
So it iS' quite plain that they do not intend to pay for the war 
if they can help it. And yet we remember the Premier in the 
early days of the war saying that no price was'too high to pay 
when freedom was at stake. 

As the •■cost of the war must be met by somebody, our rulers 
-^.^viJsntly intend to squeeze it out of the-workers; and for this 



, WHAT-IS THE STATB? 

The State I 'what is the State ? Political Socialists, Labourists, 
Liberals, and Conservatives have the word for ever oa their 
tongues; but never do any ot them attempt to explain it. That 
is not their business; their business is to get their hearers to- 
swallow the State pill, not to examine it. It is one of the words 
with which they conjure, while their dupes stand with mouths- 
agape, mesmerised by their rhetoric. “All down the ages,’^ 
saith the immortal Bakunin, “mankind has been Crucified upoR 
the^ altar of abstractions.** The State, the Government, the 
nation, the community—these are some of the words for ever 
uttered by the orators, but never explained by them: often 
heard, and nevef understood. • .. 

When we do set ourselves to fathom the word “State,** we 
find it turns out to mean the g^ngs of officials “who sit on 
committees, boards, councils, and in the Parliaments, and who- 
devote their lives to so manipulating the wealth produced by 
mankind that the working bees get the mere wax, while the idle 
get the honey. This and nothing more. -All the , gigantic 
laBours of these gentlemen'on boards and in Parliaments have 
not * succeeded up -to the present in giving evei’y man three 
square meals a day and a. clean shirt, for the simple reason that. 

So liinitlGSs is tJiGir ma-w, wIigii tlicy li^vB donG swallowing in 
superfluities theJ'e very little left to the commCn people for 
necessaries.' 

■ WeU, these gentlemen are the State. This State is the new ] 
saviour, and' the people are calling upog it to feed them, clothe ' 
them, house- them, marry them, and bury them. If these gentle- ' 
men, the State, possessed all the wisdom' and virtue which the 
average mind sets down to them, there might he; some reason 
—-f ^orn of mothers who work in factories up to the 

eighth month of pregnancy, and sapped by vile town surround¬ 
ings, should give up what vestige of freedom remains to them in- 
exchange for a well-regulated animal existence. Unfortunately, " 
these gentlemen are among the most greedy, sJrrogant, and 
unscrupulous of their kind. All history teems with their 
villainies. If the Church hns been bad, the State has heeh 
worse , if the priest has been-bad, the, politician has been worse. 
The State has always bought the Church to further its designs 
.upon^ the->;people. ^ The politicians have always captured the 
idealism of the priests to make the people submissive, that they 
might the easier enslave and rob them.. 

But at this, point a, school of philosoph^s ■ comes forward (a 
few of them sincere, but. most of them well-known agents of the 
politicians) and .argues that the State is not the officials who run 
the people, but the collective will of the peo^ple themselves. ■ 

. But when this collective will is examined it will he found to be 
^another abstraction, another figment of the brain. It is very 
true that in some countries, to keep up a semblance of this- 
collective will and to make the poor silly people believe that 
they have some real power in the Government, theyiare given 
votes, But lest they should develojp any wiirnf their own in 
the matter, the official gentlemen, the State, are very careful to 
thoroughly settle beforehand who'-the people shall vote for and 
^^hat^ they^ shall vote about. First of all, the Parliamentary 
candidate is not chosen by the people, but by some caucus of a 
party—Tory, Liberal, Labour, or Socialist. Then the people are 
called^ upon to vote for the selected candidate. But lest the 
people should develop any real will in the matter, every device . 
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is practised by the corrupt political bosses to prevent the people 
thinking theit own thoughts, and to make them think what they, 
the-bosses, would havp them think. ■ 

. The people, however, need not trouble about this, for little 
as is their freedom in the matter, their Member has no more 
when’he gets to Parliament. First of all, he has to. vote as the 
whips tell him; next, the^whips take their orders from the 
leaders, i.e., the gentlemen on the front benches; these, again, 
take their orders from that strange, mysterious body, the Privy 
Council; and this Privy Council takes its orders from the 
mpney-ba^—the • capitalists and great. financiers. - And there' 
you have the great political game unveiled. 

The Privy Council sits behind Olosed doors ; no one knows 
what it talks'about. It may be discussing a question of^ peace 
or .war; it may send out an ultimatum of war' to some foreign 
?ower. The people will not know,- the_ talking gentlemen in 
Parliament will not know, until it is all sk'tled. Then they will 
be told that they have to fight and to pay. That is their share 
'in the State, that is their'function in the so-called collective will 

‘to fight and to pay ! They have no will at all in the matter. 
It ah done by the gentlemen behind, sitting on boards and 
committees and councils. These hang together to defraud and 
deceive the people. So it has ever been; sort must ever be, so 
long as there are gentlemen sitting-upon boards and pounoils, as 
experts engaged to run the affairs of the people, instead of 
the people, as of old', ordering their own lives' by their free, 
spontaneous, open councils. ■ ■ 

• ^ So when you think of the State, you must ^ring before your 
mind’s, eye the men who at present are the State and their 
doings. Mr. Lloyd George and his insurance' quackery; the 
same George . and Rufus Isaac's and their Marconi gamble ; 
Mr. Asquith giving his political pals £400 a year as a minimum 
; wage, while denying colliers .five shillmgs, a day.* A 

Do not for a moment think that if you put into Parliament 
your most immaculate Socialists that they will turn out one whit 
different. Onne'there, t!hey become a part of the. vested interests; 
once there, they become a part of th© Government,; once there, 

, they have to run the Constitution, based upon private property 
and wage-slavery. They rnay patch and mend this Constitution, 
but if* they attem^^t to call in question its basis, they will be soon 
put outside. Apd by this time the best of the workers know 
that it is the basis alone that matters, and that so long as the 
capitalists own the land and tools of labour, and pay--them a 
wage, no reform can secure to them more than a bare subsistence 
out of the wealth they produce. So what is the use of seuding 
men to waste time in sterile tinkerings with a system wrong at 
the root f What"is the use of political action? 

Furthermore, Marx long ago proved in his book on “Capital ” 
that political power is an illusion. All power is economic ; it is 
power of money and property. So that'the politicisms have only 
'power in virtue of the money and property that lie behind them. 
So that if you, the propertyless workers, should returh a large 
majority of the 6l0 Members of the House of Commons, you 
would not by this act gain power. The financiers, the capitalists, 
and the landlords would still have the property; they would 
. still be. able to buy the soldiers and the policemen. They would 
not surrender to you by virtue of. votes or talk or parchment; 
they would suspend the Constitution and fight you in thd 
streets. ’ ■ 

A& politics only leads to this, why then waste more time with 
politics ? Why not turn and instantly begin the serious businesa 
of preparing to fight them ? I do not by this suggest the fight 
as an immediate thing; I do not even suggest h^te ; Ido not 
say that dt may not take years to get our organisation perfect. 

I only say that as it is bound to come, w;e>.ar6 fools if we allow 
our masters to proceed with all haste with the perfecting of their 
organisations to enslave us, while they waste our time in the 
wilderness of politics. Let us realise that politics is the game of 
our masters, while our. business is to organise industrially to 
overthrow their Government and free the land and machinery 
from profit, for use by the people. 

My last word abcfut the State is, that we Anarchist Com¬ 
munists do not want any State or Government to feed, clothe, 
house, marry, and bury us. We want the abolition of. present 
society, an'd bnce more gain free access to Nature.' This achieved, 
we are conceited enough to belieye that we will be able-to feed, 
clotbe, and house ourselves better than any Government could 
do it for us. We farther believe that we will be able to do the 
right _ thing toward each other from the light of our own 
conscience, without the force of soldiers, policemen, judges, and 
lawyers; if for no other reason, for the simple one that we will 
know that soldiers, policemen, judges, and lawyers are luxuries 
that cost money, and we .will have to be taxed to pay for them; ■ 


while, they in their turn not only produce nothing, but are always 

plotting against the freedom of the people. 

Nature abhors the game of'man governing his fellow mun, 
and*never fails to visit it with decline, decay, and death. Her 
law is, thou shalt' not grow wise by thy fellows’ wisdom-, thou 
shalt not grow strong by thy fellows’ strength; thou shalt use 
thy own brain, thou shalt exercise thy own muscles.- When 
peoples depart from this law, they divide into twjD classes—hand 
workers and thinkers, doers, and directors, governors and 
governed, bullies and slaves. The .Governments are always 
the bullies, the .governed are always, the slaves. Nature makes > 
each pay the _ penalty for disused functions, and' brands the 
.society so split asunder as corrupt. ' Kvery man should work, 
and every man should think. Woe to the society that contains a 
class of hands and a class of brains. Both of them^are damned,' 
and the society is damned by both. 

; ■ JoitN Tamlyn. 


SIDELIGHTS ON SOCIAL SUBJECTS. 

The newspapers have been laying intich stress upon the 
plight of the Germans, and the excessive increase in the cost of 
living in Germany, and figures have been quoted to prove theii’- ' 
assertions. But the same papers unfortunately quote the war 
prices of articles of consumption in England, by which it is seen 
that there is little to choose between, the British and German 
war prices, which have falleu heavily upon- the workers in both 
countries without a corresponding increase in wages. England 
must, therefore, cease to hug the delusion that she is especially 
favoured in -this respect. As if to einphasise the importance of 
this matter, the grim pages of the ROturn of the .Registrar of 
Births just published confront us. There we find that children" 
have heendyingun London during the past thirteen weeks at 
the rate.of 200 a week above the rate for the corresponding 
weeks of last yeai*. During 1914-15 it actually reached the 
enormous total of 50,209. Is it mere coincidence, we wOuld ask, 
that these precious lives should have been sacrificed during a 
period when the demand for women’s labour has reached a 
pitch never before attained ? The mother forced 'by sheer 
necessity into the industrial arena, eking out a miserable exist-^ 
ence making officers’ uniforms at aomethiog less than* 2(1. an 
.hour, or helping to save’’.the Empire by making shells-to 
bibvv men into fragments, is heedless .of the fak'that the sands 
of life are running out in her own wretched home, that the 
babies are being slaughtered in a more horrible manner than 
by the shells themselves. Yet the women shell-makers and 
others have been called p4tiiots, and, possibly because; it is not 
sufficiently picturesque, no one has shown up the scandal of 
this fresh horror, which, must he laid, together with thq war itself, 
at the door of Capitalism. • ■ 


‘ Since the a,stute plan to create Labour Ministers has been" 
put into practice an ominous change in the attitude of the- 
Government towards Labour has been noted in the daily press. 
The nervousness- exhibited as recently as March and' April has 
now given place to' such statements as that which appeared in 
th.6 IDaily^ Ghronicle. “Lock-outs, strikes, and-all incitements to- 
them are^6 be. prohibited, and there is to be compulsory 
arbitration with an iippartial-tribunal. The other point is the 
need, for greater mobility of labour. This is to be met'by the 
organisation of a speciftH mobile foF(i.e ’ of workmen. The force" 
will be recruited voluntarily,its 'members will be subject to a 
speeial discipline. .... This last principle—the combination 
of a voluntary recruitment with a ■discipline which-can be kept 
strict because it has been voluntarily accepted in the first 
instance-iris one of considerable promise. It will be seen 
thrc^ughoub the scheme voluntaryism prevails, and the co-opera¬ 
tion of the- men’s own organisations is used as muc^ as 
possible, Only^ too well do we know the voluntaryism her© 
referred to." Starve or enlist as an industrial'conscript. That 
is the alternative. No neecl for Lord Joicey, the well-known 
North Country coalowner, to regret that the Munitions Bill 
does not give power -to deal with men as well as with munitions. 
That has now all been nicely arranged^ith the Trade Union 
leaders, who, in return for the Governmental favours heaped 
upon them, remind the workers that they have got to be citizens 
before they a!re Trade Unionists. No revolutionary ideal here, 
but Only the orthodox barking of the sheepdog. Another IVade 
Union leader infprms us that important as Trade Union condi¬ 
tions were, national hopour aqd integrity were gi^ater and more 
important still; and, if necessary, the former must give way. 
Meanwhile-the babies are dying of hunger, and the mothers are 
losing thSir husbands by the thousand. But not a single 
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prophec has y 0 t arissn ainong th© workers to ©xpos© th© crass 
stupidity and immorality of the whole business, . . , 

Labour’ *bherefore, being duly shackled with th^ conniVanee 
of the Labour Party, the Government has things all'its own 
way, and promptly dispenses with even the semblance of legality 
it decently observed in the past. Being a-;la# unto itself, it has 
made haste to pass severaHHttle:^ emergency Bills in order to 
safeguard its own erstwhile uncertain life.' One* of the most 
recent achievements is the-passage of an Emergency Bill to 
suspend the^.statute requiring newly-appointed Ministers to 
seek re-election. As one^ newspaper points out,* this particular 
statute has often proved irksome, but was useful enough in past 
times as a check on Court influence and political jobbery^ We 
can, only suppose, therefore, that the political atmosphere.at 
Westminster has become so purified that the continuance on the 
Statute Book of such an Act constituted an indignity entirely 
unmerited, and not to be tolerated longer! 


‘‘THEN—WHAT?” 


So pJrofitable has the production of arm‘aine 3 X-bs_proved since 
the outbreak of war that the report of Messrs. John Brown and, 
Co., armament engineers, shows an increase of net profits from 
an average of just over £200,000 to ^521,000 for 1914-15. Other 
firms have profited from this grim game of human slaughter tp 
an equal extent. Contracts are also booming across the Atlantic, 
the Westinghquse Electric Company having secured an order 
for 2,000,000 rifles, and are expecting another for nearly as large, 
an amount. So lucrative has the armament business pi’oved 
that the firm is considering entering pertnanently into the rifle 
and ammunition supply bdsiuess, the impression being that' 
increased armament, rather than disarmament, will be the 
sequel to the European w'ar. A surmise that is more than 
likely to prove correct unless the workers speak out add act 
with decision, for surely the day is coming when they will find 
it far more prpfltable,to till fields for themselves than to make 
■shells and rifles for their masters. - 

President Wilson, we observe, has been fulfilling his mission 
of upholder of constituted authority and goveriimental order by , 
issuing a warning to Mexico, 'His memorandum states that 
that country is “ swept by civil war as by fire,^’ and while 
disclaiming any desire to interfere' or . acquire any Mexican 
territory, it calls upon the Mexican leaders within a very 
short tim^e to organise a Government with which “ the Powers 
of the world can deal,otherwise the United States will be 
constrained to decide what -means it can employ to help 
Mexico to save herself ■ and serve her people.^v We should 
have thought that with the spectacle before his eyes of the 
awful carnage - caused at ' .the dictates of the European 
Governments, President Wilson would have hesitated to urge^ 
the need for a Government to restore tranc|iiillity. "But his 
poifit is fairly plain—only Government? can save the people 
from themselves; and even i'f it should only be efiecbed by 
fire and sword, why then how’ inuch better to be legally 
slaughtered by Governmental authority than risk death .during 
a revolution ! But Wilso.n, as the representative of American - 
capitalists, only takes up the orthodox attitud'e .towards revolt, 
A successful Anarchist revolution would have invoked a similar 
threat; and in the last resort it must be remembered that 
Mexico is a country rich-'pinr oils ^nd minerals.' In these 
circumstances, American interference would partake somewhat 
of the nature of a sacred act for the good of the suffering 
fraternity of financiers. ^ M. B. Hope, 


“THE CHURCH MILITANT/^ 

How they buzzed round the fires at Smithfield, 

The black, perverse, froward, reverend clergy! • , . 

(Like J une beetles round the hall lamp), ' 

Teachifag the Gospel and knowing not the -first word of it_ 

More cruel, revengeful, bloodthirsty than the ignorant mob 
they instructed— 

Blind, malignant, pompous leaders of the Jblind! 

And so to-day round the fires of war—the flash of artillery 
and glance of bayonbts ■ , 

(But at safe distance, impotent), 

Again the.dismal brood swarms—hysterical, smirking, grimacing- 
Still as cblivioua of all their'Master taught, . 

Still going further than the tkoughtless'populace in their lust 
and frenzy, . 

Still impious, blasphemous, sacrilegious, profane— 

Gloating like harpies over the nation’s sins. 

■ ' Ernest Crosby, 


If a man hasnt any money; then—what? Weil, as affairs 
> are now arranged, he has a pretty poor time of it. WhaP? the 
price of anythink ? Why, sometbink, and, usually somethink 
more than it ought to be. WhaPs the need for money? Why, 

’ just not any ne^d, if only men an,d women behaved in a reason¬ 
able way. What do we spend our money on ? What are we 
compelled to spend our naoney on, or else go without ? Rent, 
tor one thing; but there is no necessity for landlords; rates of 
one kind anq another, but there is no reason why we should not 
.get on quite comfortably ..without mayors, aldermen, borough 
councillors, poorhouses, hospitals, etc., and no need to charge 
each other for providing gas, water, electric light and power, 
and so on. Mutual aid would do away with rates. ' Then we 
pay taxes, direct and indirecp. which are expended by a close 
circle on an entirely useless Civil Service, on the Army and' 
Navy, on the Foreign Office, which misconducts in secret and 
unchecked our international'affairs, and on a monarch and-Royal 
Family, which are a picturesque and ineffective s.urvival of the ' 
' flays, which, however, were no worse than these present 

times. W^e spend money on postage, a handsome profit being 
made out. of the sale of Stamps and other postal facilities, thanks 
in part to underpaying and overworking’ the staff. Other main 
calls upon a man-’s income are food, drink, clothes, on all of 
which profits are made by manufacturer, sellers of raw material, 
engineers, mine-owners, transporters, middlemen, shopkeepers, 
and others, incidentally, of course, as always by landlords and 
otliQr parasites. Here it may be well to remind ourselves once 
again that goods should not be made for profit, but simply to 
supply needs; that public servicoshould be*’rendered not for 
reward, but in order to meet needs. Men shduld work to live 
and let live, not live to WQrk, It is not necessary to go into 
■further detail of thejirdinary expenditure of the ordinary man 
-—of the man who is a worker; enough has been said to show 
that the present need for money is almost entirely factitious'. 
Money is simply, a token given for the output-of work' done or 
for seivice rendered, and is in turn exchanged for the output of 
others', pr for the servicq given by others. The foolishness lies 
in this fact, that tlib vast majority of men-do not receive the 
tokens which are their due, and are compelled to give for what 
they need tokens which represent far mord labour than that 
which has been or should have been put into the goods or the- 
service they purchase. 

Some years ago, long after I had reached wKat I believed to 
. “y ysars of discretion, I^was annoyed by a friend who asked 
■ me iLTreally ever had thought out any important matter for 
myself. I indignantly replied, as would most” men and women, 
that of course 1 thought out things for myself. But by a series 
-of simple questions he soon made me aware that, as a matter of 
fact, I was basing .almost the whole of my ways of life upon 
sheer ponvention, some of which were no donht good, hut most 
of which were—equally without doubt—seriously bad. He 
rnade few statements, and expressed few' opinions, contenting 
himself for the most part with the use of that admirable little 
f I believe this,, why did I accept that, 

" yhy did I do t other thing, eventually awakening me to the fact 
that I was leading an utterly unthinking existence. Among the 
other “ whys^^ which he put to me was, ^'’Why do you grind- • 
oiib- yoin” soul working for money ? To which foolish question, 
as it then seemed to me, I naturally replied, » I need money."^ 
Then he said, '• Wh^ ?■” And L soon found myself floundering 
in a sea of unreason, and he left me thinking. 

I don^t want to be proud and Count mjself as unusual or 
eccentric in my want of thogght. Evil is wrought by want of 
thought IS a phrase glibly used, but not many of us fully realise 
ho w great and injurious is that evil. Indeed, there is little of 
evil in the world which is not the outcome of want of thought.' 
We readily accTept the state of affairs which exists around us- 
because it is very difficult to think of the possibility—we easily 
realise the desirability—of that state being radically altered. 
Men worknut their lives for a weekly pittance, because they 
have not thought whether there should be any need for money. 
They obey their rdlers without thinking_ out whether there is 
any need for ^ any rulers. They pay rent, rates, taxes, anff 
exorbitant prices for necessities ,and decent comforts and 
luxuries without thought. 

"When the majority of workers begin to think, then—what*'’ 
Then the revolution. But, as Ruakin pointed-out, before there 
can bp a revolution in things, there must be a revolution in 
thought. It IS the duty of each one of us Anarchists to start 
that revolution in^ thought whenever opportunity offers, or 
whenever—which is more frequent—we can make ’ an 
opportnmtj; W. Tbignkotoh Shor®. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

THE’new international. 

{To ike Editor o/" Ebeedom.) 

Dear Comrade,—S urely the time for the reorganisation of the 
Anarchist International movement has arrived. At the present 
snoment the ruling classes of Europe are busy trying to obliterate all 
signs of civilised progress. This mad holocaust must stop, or at least 
a repetition of the satn^ liiust be rendered impossible, and that is the 
business of the Anarchists and extreme Socialists of the world. Secret 
diplomacy wrecks these plans for peace. Therefore, the fatal impedi¬ 
ment of Communistic progress must be swept out of existence. Blind 
patriotism at the present time impedes the development of the finer 
sentiments of hv:^anity. The lust for revenue, the inordinate hate of 
the workers towards others of different nationality, is a source of dis¬ 
appointment to all coinrades. Many are pessimistic enough to think 
that the International is a complete failure. Surely if it is a failure, 
nothing else can succeed, for only through the International movement 
can we see the realisation of our ideals. 

When 1 say that the Anarchists and Socialists of the world must 

■ revolutionise the present system, I mean they must broaden their 
propaganda. Before the war much was said and written of the 
strength of the International movement. Many comrades reposed their 
confidence in its power* and.ability to cope with political and industrial 
emergeneiesi yet when the crisis came the International movement 
tottered and fell. The result is that many Socia,! .Revolutionaries are 
denouncing their comrades'in other .countries . for their traitorous 
weakness in failing to stanff firm for the cause; but I hold that w'o 
comrades in the fight for freedom are nearly all to blame. Fraternal . 
greetings and German or British Anarchist manifestoes are all very 

* well; but why so 'late in the day ? Why were thb comrades not 
agreed upon a concerted form of action ? Such as had'a premeditated 
course to pursue* were too few to stem or even hinder the tide of 
swiftly moving developments that led up to the war. It is the opinion 
of many comrades, in^uding myself, that while pursuing local and 
national propaganda with admirable energy, we left the International 
movement behind. While inside our local groups and national leagues 
the organisation was good, we'Torgot, or at least very much neglected,' 
the principle of International eo-operatibln and combination. We must 
entirely regenerate and reorganise the International Anarchist and 
Socialist movement, and rear upon its fundamental principles and ideal 
an aggressive industrial fighting force. 

- We comrades and industrial producers must be citi^^ens of an 
united, world, and ignore any official authority ‘or tyrannical State. 

' Under prevailing conditions, not only do we understand that we must, 
elave to live, but our masters and slaveowners' intend that we shall only 
live to slave. Laws and proclamations are always detrimental to our 
liberty. The State is the chain that binds us down, and laws created 
and enforced by the State compose the pyramid of tyranny we suffer 
under. How can we have freedom while we have Stales ? _It is 
impossible. As the workers only retain-thein-ideas of nationality 

■ through delusipn, we comrades-must dispel the delusion, for no matter 

what bis'race or colour, the worker plays his part in production, and in 
doing so earns the right to Zwcj and not .exist. Let us banish the 
distinction of , colour and nationality. We are workers. We are 
comrades in a common cause, exiles in the land of our birth, and 
brothers in bondage. Let us unite, not only-ibcally and nationally, but 
internationally. Our liberty has been withheld from us too ,long. The 
time is ripe, and the moment fitting for ^^the' overthrow of Capitalism 
And Wkge-slavery. Let us as workers use the power we have to 
establish permanently the Co-operative Commonwealth'6f the Workers, 
of the World. — Fraternally, . > 

. Eobt. S. Wood. 

'< ____ 

THE ANARCHIST PRESS. 

.n- {To the Editor of Freedom.J 

Dear Comrade^ —In your report of the Conference some mention 
is made of “ the urgent need of reprinting many pamphlets.” In an 
article in a former issue of Freedom I referred to the matter, and' I 
suggest again that those especially dealing with the basic principles of 
Anarchism be radically revised and couched in simpler language.' A 
glance at some of thp old Freedom pamphlets, such as Kropotkin’s 
** Appeal to the Young,” Malatesta’s “ Talk between Two'Workers,” 
and others, will immediately show that they have been unfortunate in 
the matter of a translator, Andre Girard’s “ Anarchy ”, is, however, 
excellent in every respect. For propaganda purposes we need well¬ 
spaced, readable matter such as this ; and I’ must also congratulate the 
publishers of the “ Last War ” and “ The Anarchist Revolution ” on 
their excellent type and readability. 

Touching the matter of the Anarchist press, I should also like to 
urge the immediate necessity of the movement having a printing 
machine of its own. At present we are too much dependent on the 
goodwill of the average printer. We should be able, to print our 
publications in our ow.n i.ime, and instances could be quoted where 

V immediate publication was necessary, but unobtainable. I have 
Iwraached the matter with other comrades, including George Barrett, 
and they all agi^ee that this is a point which cannot be toq strongly 
urged. The initial coat of tke machine and the running expenses 
would be easily covered if the various gropps sent up their printing 


orders. Such things, as pamphlets, leaflets, programmes, social tickets, 
etc., are always in demand. Furthermore, the movement would be 
amply repaid by doing away with the too-frequent passing round of 
the hat for fpnds to run the Anarchist press. 

In conclusion, I should suggest that particulars of Marsh House, 
the lines on which it is run, etc., be printed and circulated in the 
movement,,so that we might have many such examples of communal 
living in the provinces, as well as here in London, This practical 
working out of Communist ideas (as far as is practicable with the order 
of things that be) on these lines is to^my mind as good propaganda as 
any I wot of.—With fraternal greetings, yours, etc., 

Leonard A, Motdbr. 

• \ 

PROPAGANDA NOTES. 

I I 

Gowdenheatii.—T he members of this group claim that their band 
of enthusiasts is unique. In other districts any association of workers 
has some prominent figure as centre of attiaction around which members 
revolve and have their being. We have no outstanding personalities 
in , our. circles, ho geniuses, no Demosthenes ; in our discussions no oiie 
individual utterance carries more weight than • another. Therefore, 
to ourselves we have demonstrated the feasibility of Anai'chyin matters 
not directly concerned with produntion. Our Sunday open-air meetings 
also show that more progress can be made with Anarchist propaganda 
among the workers when the meetings are run in accordance with the 
theory of Anarchy. Our method is for one comrade tb start a discussion, 
and allow members of the audience absolute freedom of exi)ression ; 
we show our fellow-workers we are there.to discuss with them, not to 
iQQbuva at' them. Although not advertised in the usual manner, we- 
have had attendances of over a hundred , at meetings held outside of 
small mining villages, , 

A student of the genesis of present-day giga!ntic working-class 
movements would recognise in 'our movement many characteristics 
familiar to him as peculiar to the objects of his study. Taking, the 
Trade Unions as a concrete instance; they were born in a hostile 
environment, the authorities aggressively antagonistic; the pioneers of ■ 
Tradb Unionism had initiative, and did not rely on men of another 
class to fight thq masters; and, lastly, the actions of the first Unions 
were consistent with their basic principles, 

Our social activities have for their guiding principle mutual agree- ' 
ment. In this mining district the first Monday of June is an idle day, 
and a demonstration is held to commem.Q.rate the institution of the 
eight-hour, .day by the Fifeshire minors (before politicians recognised 
this period of time as a legal, Working day). This year, leadership 
having long since obliterated all traces of the spirit which impelled the . 
miners te extort from the coalowners a shorter working day, and 
economic factors .proving too strong for the legislation enforcing thb 
eight-hour day, the leaders vetoed the demonstration ; but our group, 
disclaiming responsibility for any of those factors, arranged a m^tor 
drive to Crieff. Any alteration in the-prearranged programme was 
settled by mutual agreement, and this added'materially to the pleasure, 
as everyone admitted. Perhaps by thus giving worlmis a practical 
example of how communities can settle disputed points, without either 
majority or minority rule, we have done, more good than any amount 
of speechifying. We are not unmindful of our comrades iu other 
countries, although devoting most of our leisure to local propaganda; 
and with the aim of destroying at least one of the barriers to free 
intercourse between different nationalities, we are learning Esperanto, 
to enable us to correspond with groups who for simjlar motives have 
also learned it. , 11. Selkirk. 

— ■■ ■ ---- .. t 

. INTERNATIONAL MODERN SQHOOL. 

Liberty No. 3-has proved quite a success, judging from the number 
of complimentary letters received. If you have not gob one, send to-day, 
or we shall soon be sold out entirely. We are- now busy sotting our 
house in order to accommodate the little ones. We need chairs, tables, 
etc. The young bloods have dope remarliably well since they have 
taken over the responsibility of their own schqolj and it ia.^ up to the 
adults to encourage them in their stand for ideas Anarchistic. 

We thank our . comrades for their help in lending Marsh House 
for our social, the “ irresponsible kids ” succeeding in , making it a 
success. _ ■ 

Our rooms are open every night.' Friday, reading; Sunday, 

4 p.m., lectures and discussions. (See Lihertg for our activities.) 

June Donations and Subscriptions.—Proceeds from the Social 
£2 5s, lOid., School 11s, 3d,, B. P, 3s,, E, 0, Is., S. T. Is., A. J. Gd., 
B.rA« 2s.,~W, L. Is., F. Bosazza Ss., M, S, Is. 6d. . 

, Jimmy Dk'K. 

Ashburton House, Hertford Place, Globe Rpad, E. 

4 »' . . . • ‘ t • 

4 -.!» - ' 

■ --- 1 - 2 ) 

( 

An'Appeal for “Freedom.” 

Owing to the war, out income has been seriously affected, 
and we ask comrades and friends to help our Guarantee I'und to 
the best of their ability. Funds are urgently needed to .produce 
FuEEDoii regularly. We hope for a good response to this 
appeal. , 
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^ MONTHLY AOKHOWLEDOMENTS. 

\ _ _ 

• , (Junes—June 30.) 

Freedom Guarantee Fund.- —G. D. .£1, J. L, Morgan Is, A. Haxeland 33 6il, 
W. H. Brown Is, G. B, W. Oil, S.Oorio IsOd, B. Gundersen ls 6d, H. C. Cox 

lOd, “ Vegetarian ” £2 lOs. Marsh. House (socials and sale of refreshments), 

week ending May 29, 8s 10|[d; June 6, 9s 9.i^dj June 12, 23 lid ; June 19; 
18s Oi-d- 

Freedom Suhscriptione. —W. M. S. Is *6d, G. H. Ss, G. Teltsch 4s 2d, J. L. 
Morgan 28 6d, B. Moore 2s, V,.Whitty, la 6d, A. Hazeland Is 6d, A. H, Holt 
Is 6d, Communist Library la 6d, W. Hi Brown Is 6d, E, E. Guerra 2s 9d, 
T. George 2s, A. Stretton Is 6d-. 

Interned Co mrades' Fund. — 'E. Growsley Ss, A Humble Helper 33 6d, T. KV 2s. 

VOICE OF LABOUR GBOUP. 

tr 

A GARDEN PARTY 

In Aid of the Funds of ‘^Freedom” and “Voice of Labour” 

Willi BE HELD AT 

Plumb’s Tea Gardens, Brent Bridge, 

Golder’s. Green Road, N.W.,* 

Vi 

On' SUNDAY, JULY 11 (from 3 till 11 p.m.). 

Ten minutes’ walk from Golder’s Green Station. Buses 13, 13 b, and 83" pass' 
the door. Indoor accommodation if wet. 

Dancing, Spm’ts, etc. 

Admission, Sixpence. Children, Threepence. 

THE MUTUAL AID GROUP. 

A GARDEN PARTY AND SOIREE AND BALL 

■ IN AID OF OUE INTEKNED COMRADES 

WILL TAKE PLACE ON v ’ 

: SATURDAY, JULY 24, 

AT 

King’s Assembly Rooms; 31 Cottage Grove, 

Mile End, E, (opposite Burdett Road). 

Commence at'8.30 p.m., till 3 a.m. ‘ 

Tickets One Shilling each, be obtained, at Marsh House. , 

Library—^Open every evening to comrades. 

' Thursdays—Discussion, 8.15 p.m. * _i • 

Saturdays and Sundays—Social Evenings, 7 p.m, 

, Saturday, July 11 —Social and Whist Drive, 6d., in aid of • 

Freedom and Voice op Labour. 


• * \ 

Modern Science and Anarchism. 

By Peter Kropotkin. 

112 pages; Paper Covers, 6d. net; also in Art Cambric, Is. 6d. net. 
Postage, paper l|d., cloth 3d. 

“ As a survey of modern science in relation to society.this book would 

be hard to beat.The glossary of about 16 crowded pages is alone wojth the 

price of the volume .”—Maoriland Worker. __^_ 

Back Numbers of “Freedom.” 

We can supply a few complete sets of Freedom from 1906 to 
1913, all in good condition for binding. Prices:— 

1911 to 1914 ... Is, 6d. per year; Wo. years for 23. 6d. 

1906 to 1910 ... 2s.. „• ■ five years for Ss. 6d. 

^ ► 

Prices include postage in the United Kingdom. 


PAMPHLET AND BOOK LIST. 

I « ’ 

ANARCHIST COMMUNISM-:-Its ,^asis anD Principles. . By Petkb 
Kropotkin. Id. , 

ANARCHIST MORALITY. By Peter Kropotkin. Id. ‘ 

THE wXgE SYSTEM. By P. Kropotkin. ' Id. 

THE STATE: Its Historic Role. By Peter Kropotkin. 2d. 
EXPROPRIATION. By Peter Kropotkin. Id. 

DIRECT ACTION v. LEGISLATION. By J. Blair Smith. Id. 

THE PYRAMID OF TYRANNY. By F. Dombla Nieowbnhuis. Id. 
LAW AND AUTHORITY. Bt Peter Kropotkin. 2d. 

THE COMMUNE OF PARISH By Peter Kropotkin. Id. 
ANARCHISM AND OUTRAGE, id. - 

AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. By Peter Kropotkin. Id. 

WAR. By Veteu.Kropotkin. Id. , ' 

EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By Elisbe Reclus. Id. 
USEFUL WORK v.‘ USELESS TOIL. By Wm. Morris. Id. . ' 

THE,INTERNATIONAL ANARCHIST CONGRESS, 1907. Id. 

THE CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL: a Marxian Fallacy. By 
W. Tcherkbsoff. Id. 

ANARCHISTS AND ESPERANTO. Id. ' » 

THE JAPANESE MARTYRS.^^ With Portrait of Kotoku. Id. 
ANARCHY. By Andre Girard, id. 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL SOCIETY- By Edward Carpenter. 3d. 
DUTY OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE. By H. Thoreau. 3d. 

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. With Portraits. Id. 
ANTJMILITARieM i’BGM THE .VKXaKitatS’ POINT OP VIEW. 
By Dora B. Montefiore. Id. 

RIGHT TO IGNORE THE STATE. By Herbert Spencer. Id.' 

LAND and LIBERTY; Mexico’s Battle for Economic Freedom. 

4d.; postage, Id. > 

FOR LIBERTY : An Anthology of Revolt. ■ Cloth 7d,, paper 3d. 
WOMAN’S FREEDOM. By Lily Gair Wilkinson. Id. 

WARS AND CAPITALISM. By Peter Kropotkin, Id. 


YOICE OE XaiLBOXTEl. 

Monthly (15th), Oi?b Halfpenny. 

127 Ossulston. Street, London, JN.W. _ 

TWO NEW PAMPHLETS BY GEORGE BARRETT. 

rriniE: ANrjs.RCHiS'X' 

AND * 

YLiAsrr 

Price One Penny'each; usual prices wholesale. 

“ FREEDOM ” MAY BE OBTAINED of 

\ _ » 

Londotl.^— Hendersons, 66 Charing Cross Road, W.C. (Wholesale), 

National Laboor Press, St. Bride’s House, Salisbury Square, Fleet 
Street, E.O. (Wholesale), 

W. Reeves, 83, Charing Cross Road, W. 

B. Rudebman, 71 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields, E, 

J. J. Jaques, 191 Old Street, City Road, E.C. 

Quiokfalls, 238 York Road, anil 61 High Street, Battersea, S.W. 
IsENBURQ, Cleveland Street, W. ' - 

F. Bendy, 270 York Road, Bridge End, Wandsworth, S.W. 

Stevens, 66 High Street, Islington, 

Golub, 10 Osborne Street, Whitechapel. - • 

SUOARMAN, 329a Mile End Road, B. 

J. Yate.s, 114 High Road, Willesden Green, N.W. • 

H. Elliot, 3'29 Lillie Road, Fulham, S.W. 

J. Winters, 196 Church Road, Willesden, N. W. 

J. Fleet, 109 Upper Street, Islington, N. 

Birmingham— National Labour Press —100 John Bright Street, ' 
Manchester. — H. .Segals, 99a Great Ducie Street, Strangewayr (Wholesale), 
Hewkin, 14a C annod* Stree t. 

' M. Robert, 86 Grosvenor Street, Corner of Brook Street. 
Liverpool.—E. G. Smith, 126 Tunnel Road ( Wholesale). 

' Chas. j. Grant and Son, 8 and 9 Lord Street Arcade. 

Stanley’, s, 30 Lime Street. 

Coventry.—0. Lloyd, Market Stall. 

Yeovil —W. R. Fowler, 6 Sherborne Road 

Dublin— J. C. Kearney, 59 Upper Stephen Street. . - • • 

Glasgow. —D. Baxter,. 32 Brunswick Street, 

Bristol.-^- Flynn, Haymarket. - _ 

Dundee.’-*“L, Macartney, 203, Overgate, 

Cardiff—M, Clark, 26 "Wood Street. 


MUTUAL AID. By P Kropotkin, la, net; postage 2d. 

MEMOIBS of a REVOLUTIONIST. By P. Kropotkin. (American 
Edition). Ss. 6d. net. , ' 

FIELDS, FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS. By )Petbr BIbopotkin. 

New and Revised Edition. Cloth, Is. net. 

THE CONQUEST OF BREAD. By P. Kropotkin, Cloth. Is. net. 
MODERN SCIENCE AND ANARCHISM. By Peter Kropotkin. A 
New Tihnslation. Paper 6d., Cloth Is. 6d.; postage IJd. and 3d. 
GOD AND THE STATE. By Michael Bakunin.'^ Cloth Isi net, paper 
6d. net, postage Id. 

ANARCHISM AND OTHER ESSAYS, By Emma Goldman. 48.6d. net. 
PRISON MEMOIRS OP AN ANARCHIST. By A. Berkman. Ss. 6d. 

net, postage 4d. • 

ANARCHISM. By Dr. Paul Eltzbacher, Ss. 6d.; postage 4d. 

NEWS PROM NOWHERE. By William Morris. Paper covers, Is. j 
' cloth, 2 b. ; postage 2d. 

A DREAM OF JOHN BALL. By William MoRRia 28., postage 3d, 
FAMOUS SPEECHES OF THE EIGHT CHICAGO ANARCHISTS. 

Is 3d, postage 2d. • , • - . 

WHAT IS PROPERTY ? By P. J. Proudhon. 2 vbls. 28., postage 4d, 
THE EGO AND HIS OWN. By Max Stirner. ^ .28. 6d. net. 
ENGLAND’S IDEAL. By Edward Carpenter. 28.6d, and Is,, post. 3d. 
CIVILIZATION : ITS CAUSE AND CURE. By E. Carpenter. Cloth 

28. ed. net, paper Is,, postage Sd.---, 

A vindication OP NATURAL SOCIETY. By Edmund Burke. 

Is. and 6d., postage 2d. and Id. - . 

WALDEN. By H. Thoreau. Is. and 6d., postage 2d. and 1H, , 

THE ORIGIN AND IDEALS OF THE MODERN SCHOOL. By 
Francisco Ferrer. Cloth 9d. net, paper 6d. net, postage 2d. 

FREE POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. By L. Spooner. Is. net. 
LIBERTY AND THE GREAT LIBERTARIANS. Compiled by 
C. T. Sprading. 68. 6d. net, postage 4d. 

THE SCIENCE OF SOCIETY. By Stephen Pearl Andrews. 5s. net. 
SELECTED WORKS OF YOLTAIRINE DE CLEYBE. 4$. 6d, net; 
postage 4d. 

THE SOCIAL SIGNIFICANCE • OF THE MODERN DRAMA. By 
Emma Goldman, 43. 6d. net j postage 4d. 


All ojfders, with cash, should be sent to 
Freedom Press,' 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W. 

Printed and published by T, H. Keell, 127 Ossulston Street, London, N.W. 




The Anti-Conscription League. 

* —— _ ■ ' ■ __ __-ft , ■ ■ . ■ 

* •’ - / . . * t 

1'he Anti-Ooijscription League is an organisation consisting 
of men and women wlio are totally opposed to OonscTiption in 
auj' shape or iovm, wlielliev Militarij'or Ttidvsti-iul., j\lKMBEK- 
siiip of-.the, Leaguo is confined to men who are likely to he 
called upon for seiyice should Conscription become law, and 
who are determined to refuse sneh service—whatever the 
consequences^ riiay be. Men (ibove milibanj age, and •troincii, 
trlio are in ^ijmpaihg wHli the aimn of the League, are 
urlcomed as Associa:tes. The Associates of the League, besides 
assisting Jinancially, Lcill he able to render invaluable aid 
in educating, public opinion, and organising ' protesis against 
any^ safpresske proceedings trhich may be instituted against 
Members. 

The League bases its attitude upon'the urgent need that 
has arisen for offering immediate and whole-hearted opposition 
to the threatened further enslarement of individuals through 
legislation. ' . ^ . , ■ 

If you are in agreement with;- the aims of the League, as 
stated above, act at once! Join the League to-day. iSend 
your name and address (stating whether you are joining as 
-■^fember .or Associate): to Hhe Secretary, Anti-Conscription 
League, 127 Ossulston Street, London, IshW.‘, who will; also 
gladly receive contributions. 'The minimum subscription (for 
Members and Associates)'is sixpence per quarter. 



^ This part should be cut off and sent to the Secretary. 

Being in fidl sympathy iviih the aims and objects of the 

AniiAdonscriptioii League, please emvll me as^ • 

(* States wlietlierrTMeniber or Assb-ciate,} 

Bfame_. _ _::__ _' ' • ■ . 


.Address _ 
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